Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
Sunday Service Sample Program  

(An usher will give you a program as you come into church, the service,  wording, and prayers will vary some from week to week, but will always be printed out with songs, responses, etc., to make following along with the service easy)

Our services can be divided into four parts:

We gather as Christ’s people

We hear God’s word

We gather at Christ’s table (Communion)

We are sent to serve and love

P=Pastor, A=Assisting Minister, L=Lector (reader), C=Congregation (people at the service)

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE (Prelude, meaning before the service starts, is a short time of meditation with music when you are invited to prepare your heart for worship by quiet reflection or by reading the message printed on the back of the bulletin)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (mentions  things we may have done or left undone, and tells of God’s graciousness to forgive us and let us make amends)

example:

P:  We have closed our eyes to our families and friends.

C:  Open our eyes to what we have done and open our hearts to your forgiveness.

P:   We have closed our eyes to what we have done to others, in word and deed and thought.

C:  Open our eyes to what we have done and open our hearts to your forgiveness.

P:  We have closed our eyes to your path, O God, and have been led away from your call.

C: Open our eyes to what we have done and open our hearts to your  forgiveness.

P:  Open your eyes to what God has done, and open your hearts to God’s forgiveness.

C: Amen!

GREETING (the Pastor and congregation greet each other)

example:

P: Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are everlasting. The abundant grace and mercy of God be with you all.

C: And also with you.

KYRIE (pronounce keer-ree, this is asking the Lord for mercy)

This part can be sung (music will be printed) or said. 

example:

Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.

We come to hear your living word: it saves us from despair.

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray together.

C: (congregation reads prayer together)

ANTHEM (song is sung)

FIRST READING (the lector reads from the Bible)

When the reading is done the lector and congregation say:

L: The word of the Lord.

C:  Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING (the lector reads another section from the Bible)

Again when the reading is done the lector and congregation say:

L: The word of the Lord.

C:  Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (said or sung before the Gospel is read)

GOSPEL (the Gospels are these four books of the Bible: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. This is a reading from them done by the Pastor)

P:  The holy gospel according to John.

C:  Glory to you, O Lord.

(the reading follows here, it will also be printed out)

P: The gospel of the Lord.

C:  Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON (when the minister talks to us)

(a silence for thinking about it follows the sermon)

HYMN OF THE DAY (a song to praise or honor God is sung, it will be printed out or else tell you which song book – hymnal – to find it in and the page number)

(there may be something additional going on during the service such as a presentation by the youth, a baptism, etc., that will also be printed out)

APOSTLE’S CREED (a statement of Christian belief, please stand up for this, if you are able)

C: I  believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

(A prayer of the Pastor, the assistant, and the congregation. It includes prayers for individuals, during part of the prayer you may name people you wish to pray for out loud or silently.)

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST (we greet each other)

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you. 

(we greet each other with these or similar words: “Peace be with you”)

OFFERING (while the offering is being collected by the ushers passing the offering plates up and down the pews, music is played. You do not need to put anything in the offering plate when visiting – you are our guest)

OFFERING PRAYER

example:

A: Let us pray.

C: God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us and these, your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE – COMMUNION (When we receive the wafer, or bread, and wine, or grape juice – symbolizing life affirming gifts from God)

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P:  Come, eat and be satisfied. Come drink the cup of salvation.

C:  Thanks be to God.

DISTRIBUTION (of the wafer, or bread, and wine, or grape juice by the Pastor and assistants)

Please come up the center aisle as shown by the ushers. Kneel (if you are able) at the altar rail. Receive a wafer in your hand and eat it. Then take a cup of wine (red in color) or cup of grape juice (white in color) from the tray, drink it and place the empty cup in the next tray held out to you. Return to your seat by the outer aisles. 

Sometimes we do not kneel, but stand before the Pastor or Assistant to receive the wafer and wine. And sometimes communion is offered by intinction: please come forward, receive the wafer, dip it into the wine or grape juice then place the wafer in your mouth.  

Every one is welcome to partake in this life-giving food, members of Good Shepherd and visitors. We are all guests at this table and the gifts of God are for all.

COMMUNION SONG(S) 

(songs are played and sung during communion)

This is said after you have received communion:

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.

C:  Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

example:

A: Let us pray:

C:  Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our pilgrimage, let our prayer be the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

example:

A: Once you were in darkness

C: now we will live as children of the light.

A:  Once you were blind

C:  now we witness to Christ the Lord.

P: Almighty God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.

C:  Amen

SENDING SONG (a song sung to remind us as we go out from church to take what we have learned with us!)

DISMISSAL

A: Go in peace.

C:  Living and sharing Jesus! Amen! 

(this is our mission statement)

POSTLUDE

(music played at the end of the service)

(After the service, we have coffee, juice and a snack in the activity room on the south side of the building, we invite you to join us here, we always enjoy meeting new people.)

